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Summary

The Kawanishi-Okhotsk site, located in
the lower Yubetsu River basin of eastern Hokkaido,
lies on a lower river terrace along the left bank of
the Sensai River. Initially investigated by local
archaeologist Kioe Yonemura in 1960, the site
yielded notable tusk figurines of a sea mammal and
a bear as well as potsherds and stone tools. These
findings identified the site as a settlement of both
the Okhotsk and Satsumon cultures. However, due
to sparse descriptions in the original site report, the
characteristics of settlements during these periods
at this site remained unclear.

To address this, the Hokkaido Museum
of Northern Peoples conducted excavations from
1991 to 1993, focusing on pit dwellings of the
Okhotsk culture. These investigations clarified the
number and locations of pit dwellings at the site
and attributed the settlement to the later phase of
the Okhotsk culture. Although a potential Satsumon
dwelling was also excavated, its details were not
elaborated in the site report. While these efforts
enhanced understanding of this site as an Okhotsk
settlement, the nature of the Satsumon occupation
remains uncertain.

Our campaign from 2024 prioritizes the
Satsumon settlement at the Kawanishi-Okhotsk
site. Based on the distribution of square-shaped
surface depressions, Satsumon pit dwellings appear
concentrated in the site’s central and northern areas.
In 2024, we mapped the central area containing
Pit Dwelling No. 28, targeted for excavation from
2025, and conducted two test pits in undisturbed
areas to analyze natural sediment layers.

Findings from the test pits revealed
numerous Satsumon potsherds in a cultural
layer beneath the surface, with minimal Epi-
Jomon ceramics and no Okhotsk pottery. These
results strongly suggest a Satsumon settlement
in the central and northern portions of the site,
corroborating earlier predictions.
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