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30 Summary

Summary

The Fugusawa site is one of the representative
archaeological sites dated to a period of the Jomon-
Yayoi transition in the Shimokita Peninsula, Northern
Honshu Island, Japan. It is located on a marine
terrace formed during the OIS stage 5e facing to
Mutsu Bay and its altitude is approximately from
20 m to 21 m. We have carried out archaeological
excavations at this site since 2003 and discovered at
least seven semi-subterranean residences. During a
study season between 2003 and 2009, we investigated
four semi-subterranean residences roughly dated to
a period between the 4th century B.C.E. and the 3rd
century B.C.E., two large pits, and 38 ordinary pits.
The results of these excavations were published in
2012 (Takase ed. 2012). Here, we report the results
of supplemental excavations conducted in 2010 and
2011.

The purposes of the 2010/11 campaigns are as
follows:

1) According to preliminary excavations conducted
in 2003, a buried river or a cluster of pit dwelling
could be seen in the western part of the site.
We aim to make sure the existence of artificial
archaeological features in this area.

2) To grasp the plan view and the size of the semi-
subterranean residences Nos. 5 and 7.

As a result of field investigation, we discovered a
buried river in the western area, but there was no pit
dwelling around it. The depth of the buried river was
about 85 cm and the width was approximately 10 m
at a maximum. This small river should be regarded as
the western border of this site, although the formation
date of the river has not yet been revealed.

The shape of the semi-subterranean residence
No.5 is oval, and its long axis is longer than 8 m. No
hearth was found, but a groove along the wall of the
residence could be detected in a trench. Even though
the diameter of the semi-subterranean No.7 was
estimated to be 7 m and over, a groove along the wall
could not be discovered. Plan view of the residence

was also unknown due to the narrowness of the

excavation area.

Through excavations of these residences, we found
pottery fragments that were dated to the Jomon-
Yayoi transition, and the residence was also dated
to this period. Twenty-five chipped stone tools were
collected, and five pebble stone tools were also
discovered. Result of the lithic use-wear analysis
indicated that two side-scrapers was used for hide-
working and plant-working, an informal utilized
flake was estimated to have been used for wood-
working. Five polygonum seeds were recovered
from the fill of the semi-subterranean No.5 by the
water-flotation technique. However, we could find
no cultivated grains from this site. This result is
consistent with the understandings derived from
2003-2009 excavations. Although paddy farming was
begun in the Tsugaru Plain in this period, there is no
clear evidence showing the cultivation and utilization
of rice and millets in the Shimokita Peninsula.

On the contrary, there are many common
characteristics in artifacts such as pottery and stone
tools, pit dwellings, and the burial practice among
these regions. This suggests that Yayoi society in
Northern Japan should be regarded as a combination

of subregions of farmers and hunter-gatherers.
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